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Order 

DONALD L. GARBRECHT 
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Hearing was held this date on the motion for imposition of sanctions filed by the 

plaintiff Inhabitants of the Town of Lee. Counsel for the Town, and the defendant Edwin 

Goodwin were present. For the reasons set out below, the court declines to impose 

sanctions. 

By order dated December 29,2004, the court found Goodwin in contempt for 

failing to comply with a remediation order issued in September 2002, which required him 

to remove unserviceable, discarded, worn-out or junked automobiles and their parts from 

two automobile graveyards. As part of the December 2004 order, the court imposed 

remedial sanctions but suspended execution of those sanctions in order to allow Goodwin 

to purge himself of that contempt, by complying with the 2002 order. There followed a 

series of court hearings, which resulted in various agreements between the parties that 

largely involved extensions of time and payments of fines and attorneys fees. One of 

those hearings was held on September 6,2005. At that hearing, the parties entered into 

an agreement again deferring imposition of sanctions conditioned upon an obligation that 

Goodwin would either remove the offending material from both junkyards or obtain a 

permit within 45 days. He also was to pay the Town $30,000 in full satisfaction of the 

amounts he had been ordered to pay in this case, which was substantially in excess of that 

figure. The parties returned to court on November 22,2005, and entered into a modified 

agreement that Goodwin would submit a permit application and pay the associated fee 



within 45 days, that he would bring the property into compliance by July 1, 2006, and 

that he would pay the Town an additional $500 by the same date. 

On September 11,2006, the Town issued Goodwin a permit to operate and 

maintain an automobile junkyardtgraveyard. Goodwin, however, rejected several of the 

conditions the Town attached to the permit. Because Goodwin did not accept the permit, 

the Town argues here that Goodwin has not complied with the agreements reached in 

September and November 2005 and that, consequently, sanctions should be imposed. 

The Town has not established that Goodwin has failed to satisfy the conditions of 

the parties' agreement. Pursuant to that agreement, Goodwin was required to obtain a 

municipal permit. He did so. His disagreement with some of its provisions does not 

vitiate or compromise the validity of the permit. Although any failure by Goodwin to 

comply with the terms of the permit could lead to future enforcement action by the Town, 

the Town specifically disclaims any contention now that Goodwin has violated the 

permit's requirements. The Town does not cite to any authority that, as condition to the 

validity of a permit, a permittee must be satisfied with the provisions of the instrument or 

withhold any disagreement with it. Therefore, irrespective of whether Goodwin 

embraces or contests the terms of the permit, the fact remains that he obtained the permit 

as the parties had agreed he needed to do. Therefore, as the Town's former CEO testified, 

Goodwin has met the requirements of the parties' agreement that served as an alternative 

to the imposition of sanctions. 

The entry shall be: 

For the foregoing reasons, the court denies the plaintiff's motion for imposition of 
sanctions that would be based on the contempt order dated December 29,20(24, The 
order herein shall constitute the final adjudication of all issues raised in the plaintiff's 
motion for contempt. 

Dated: October 20,2006 
Justic i /  , ~ n e  Superior Court 
sitting in aine District Court r 
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