








Defendants $65.00 for filing of their motion to refer the action ack to mediation. (/d. at 5.)
Defendants would not have incurred these charges if not for Defendants’ late submissions and
mistaken request to return this action to mediation. Therefore, it is not reasonable to include
these charges in Defendants’ award for attorney’s fees.

Second, Plaintiff argues that Mr. Levis’s $877.50 charge on April 9, 2014, for 2.7 hours
of work ti :d “initial review of pleadings; prepared draft Answer” was in error and should not be
awarded. (Pl. Objct. to Def. Mot. Atty’s Fees  22; Def. Mot. Atty’s Fees 4.) According to
Defendants’ motion, Mr. Levis had already recorded 1.4 hours of work on December 13, 2013,
for filing an answer to the complaint. (Def. Mot. Atty’s Fees 3.) Mr. Levis did, in fact, file
Defendants’ answer on December 13, 2013. (Ans. 1.) The December 13, 2013, entry and the
April 9, 2014, entry are irreconcilable. It is unlikely that Mr. Levis reviewed pleadings at
prepared an answer in April 2014. The only reasonable inference is that the April 9, 2014, entry
was in error. Therefore, it is reasonable to deduct $877.50 from Defendants’ award of attorney’s
fees.

Finally, Plaintiff argues that Mr. Levis’s charges for trial preparation in December 2014
are excessive in light of the fact that a trial date had not yet been set. (Pl. Objct. to Def. .
Atty’s Fees 1 23.) On December 16, 2014, Mr. Levis recorded 4.5 hours of work, at a charge of
$1,462.50, for trial preparation and preparation of the witness and exhibit list. (Def. Mot. Atty’s
Fees 5.) On December 22, 2014, Mr. Levis recorded 2.3 hours of work, at a charge of $747.£
for preparation of his trial memorandum. (/d.) It was not unreasonable for Mr. Levis to t
Defendants for approximately 7 hours of trial preparation in December 2014. At that time, t
case had been returned to the civil docket, and it was reasonable for Mr. Levis to begin preparing

for the eventual trial, even though no date has been set. Therefore, it is reasonable to include












