STATE OF MAINE SUPERIOR COURT '

CUMBERLAND, ss. Docket No. CUMUCD-CR-1 1-953 /
STATE OF MAINE,
V. ORDER

HARRY S. WATTS,

Defendant.

FINDINGS

1. At 10:30 p.m. on November 30, 2010 Officer Brett Bissonnette, a five year veteran
of the Westbrook P.D., was patrolling a car dealership.

2. Officer Bissonnette was inspecting the car dealership because in recent months
there had been a rash of thefts of catalytic converters.

3. As he exited the dealership, Officer Bissonnette’s headlights illuminated the
inside of a car traveling south on Route 302.

4. The passenger in the illuminated car turned completely around to stare at the
police car. Thinking this was suspicious, Officer Bissonnette followed the car.

5. As they approached a section of 302 where several dead end roads branched off
from 302, Officer Bissonnette observed that the tail lights of the suspect car
suddenly blacked out and the car disappeared.

6. Officer Bissonnette drove by the dead end roads and stopped. After a very short
wait, the car he had been following emerged from one of the dead end roads and
sped up 302.

7. Officer Bissonnette also sped up and stopped the suspect car. He stopped the car

;:"lifor driving on the highway without lights on and because he was suspicious of

. -the conduct of the car’s occupants.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

When Officer Bissonnette asked Defendant Harry Watts why he had driven
down the dead end road, Mr. Watts gave a reply about looking for a shortcut
that did not make sense.

The passenger, a Mr. Staples, was on bail and one of his bail conditions was that
he was not to return to Maine Metal Recycling. The officer knew that stolen
catalytic converters would be likely to be sold at metal recycling shops.

Officer Bissonnette saw a Saws-all in the rear of defendant’s vehicle. The officer
knew that Saws-alls are used in the theft of catalytic converters.

Officer Bissonnette asked Mr. Watts to step out and empty his pockets. Mr.
Watts produced a large flashlight.

Officer Bissonnette asked Mr. Staples to get out. When Mr. Staples exited the car,
the officer noticed a GPS on the floor. The officer asked Mr. Watts why he was
lost when he had a GPS. Mr. Watts said he forgot he had the GPS.

The officer asked Mr. Watts where he had picked up Mr. Staples. Mr. Watts
couldn’t remember.

Officer Bissonnette received permission from Mr. Watts to take the Saws-all and
check whether it had been stolen. There was no record of the Saws-all having
been stolen. Mr. Watts said the Saws-all belonged to his dad and he used it
when working for his dad.

While retrieving the Saws-all from the back seat with Mr. Watts” consent, Officer
Bissonnette saw in plain view a section of a catalytic converter that was partially
concealed in the cargo section of the vehicle.

Officer Bissonnette has had vocational training. Even though the converter was
partly concealed, Officer Bissonnette clearly recognized the exposed pipe as a

catalytic converter pipe.



DISCUSSION

Given the recent history of catalytic converter thefts in the area and the presence
of a partially concealed catalytic converter in the cargo space and the presence of the
Saws-all, the officer had probable cause to seize the converter.

The detention prior to the seizure was no longer than 15 to 20 minutes. Given
the history of recent converter thefts in the area, the suspicious conduct of Mr. Watts
and Mr. Staples prior to the stop, and the presence of the Saws-all, Officer Bissonnette
would have been remiss not to question the two men. The detention was not
unreasonably long under the circumstances.

By reference, the clerk shall make the following entry:

Defendant’s motion to suppress is denied in all respects.

DATED: June 30, 2011

LS Brodnd

William S. Brodrick
Justice, Superior Court, Active Retired
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